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« issusd Major Proposals Including the Affordable Clean Energy Rule, the SAFE Vehicles Rule, and the
Mew Waters of the U5, Definition

»  Provided Greater Regulatory Certainty to Slates, Tribes, Localilies, and the Regulated Community

«  Slreamiined the Eﬁm&’%mgs and Efficiency of EPA

« Launched Cross-Agency Initiatives to Improve Risk Communication on Emerging Contaminants and

Yuingrable Populations

initiated Mulliple Actions to Reduce Lead Exposure, Including Releasing the Federsl Lead Action Plan

improved Enforcement Compliance and Assistance

Held the Agency’s First-Ever PFAS National Leadership Summit and Inaugural Recycling Day Summit

Led International Environmental Efforts, Including First-Ever Articles to Prevent and Reduce Marine

Litter

«  Ensured Comprehensive and Coordinated Responses to Multiple Natural Disasters

® ® &® B

BY THE NUMBERS:

¢« REGULATORY RE?QE%E%?E
R4 has finalized |

were finalized in 2018, To date, mzﬁer? asident Trump,
saving Americans almost

+ AR EPAreported that, during President Trump's first vear in office, greanhouse gas emissions from major
indusirial sources

»  WATER: By the end of 2018, EPA closed : fotaling nearly
$4 billion for waler infrastructure projects and s?aaztﬁ a;;; E“{I} 5,000 iobs.

»  LARD: EPA deleted all or part of | : from Superfund’s National Priorities Listin FY 2018 ~ the largest
number of deletions in one vear since FY 2005,

«  CHEMICALS: Alter inheriting a 4 pending review In January
2017, under President Trump, EPA aggmsgwﬁéy workad 1o improve the review of new chemical su bmésﬁsﬁs’zs
and, as a resull, sliminated the initial backlog and reduced the number of cases pending review 1o 475
by August 2018, EPA completed
ed and
e gmw&s‘s to mest their pest management nesds.

»  ENFORCEMENT: In FY 2018, EPA enforcement actions required the
- almost twice as much as FY 2017 The Agency also entered
into the la e:z@g’z sefle ’E’%é&i’%i in the history of EPA's enforcement of the Risk Management Program with the
rasponsible party spending $150 milion on malor safety improvements.,

o GRANTS: EPA awarded & i FY 2018 including more than under the
{zeneral Assistance Program, benefiting nearly all federally recognized tribes through awards o 500 tribal
govern: m%r%%s and approxi naﬁeéy 25 intertr %:zaé cmsm‘isa in State and Tribal Assistance Grants,
and 37 in 32 states o 13 colleges and universities,

23 staksholder organizations, and one tribal community,

10 help finance over
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e the past year, the Trump Administration has oon

: npdic, Notonly are the sconomio or wp@c‘g ﬂ? f«mws z
by the day, but 8o ars snwvironmental and public hasith conditions. Under .
America is on a path o a gronger, safer, and cleaner Bilure, This report highlights key sleps we
have taken o achisve this goal and to profect e environment and public health,

I 2018, we have baen parlicularly focused on providing graaler certainty 1o the Amarican

bl oar ‘Eamty In our EFA programs; certaindy to the slaies, tibes, and loce governments; and

by or how we communinate risk. The American public have a night to know the truth about
the risks they face In their dally ves and how we are responding, 1is owr regponsibiiily o explain
H o thern dlearly and consisiently.

The realily s hat low-incoms, mi ‘f,:féiji disadvantaged Americans are those most often
yanied by environmental hazards or most likely I five near contamingted lands. s thess
Americans thal we ars most fﬁcmee oi. | am especially proud to report thal, in FY 2018, ERPA
deleted all or part of 22 giles from Superfund's National Priorifise Ligt, the largest number of
dalstions in ons year sinoe FY 233:» By clsaning up thess oo sites, wa are mstuming the lard
to productive use and improving the lives of nearby residents,

I the same veln, we ars taking mulliple sleps 1o protect our children rorm the dangers of lead
axposurs, such as collaborating with our fadaral partners (o relsass the new Federgl Lead Action
Flan, proposing sirongsr dustlead hazard standsards, working o updats the lsad and conper ruls
iy the first tme In fwo decades, and uging owr financing and grant programs o upgrads wails
infrastructurs, Wa alsn launched common-sanss reforms o raduce alr poliution, such ss e
ks imim »e, and we M’ﬁ o bislorio events: the Agenoy's first-ever PRAS Nationg

s inaugural Racyeling Day Summit,

Ontop of this, we confinus o daliver on President Trump's reguigtony sform agenda, In 2018,
we finglized 13 malor dersgulstory aclions ,S”f'mfg; Amenicans simost £2 bilion in reguiatory
costs, We announned an addiiona 48 dereguiatory actions that ars in development, ar
igsusd thres major regulatory propossis: the Affordabls Clean Ensrgy ruds, the Safer Affordabls
Fuel Bfficient Vehicles ruls, and our new walers of the LS. definiion. Togsther, thess aotions wil
nrovids states and the reguist '*1,% cormunily the cartainly they need o nvest in new Ischnologiss
that can improve both the sconomy and the environment,

Internaily, we've mads great stridas i maks EFAmore sfficlent and effective, Shortly sfter
bacoming Acting Administrator, | held an Agsnoy-wide all-hands address. | promised fo ligten
i and work clogsly with a EPA emplovess agwe work o Emrmw how we carmy out o
responaibliies, To uphold ih“ commitmernd, | vislted all ten of our regional offices and ’"ser* 2
question and answer sesgion at sach office. Tha ihsights | gleanad from EPA slaff during thoss
viglts greatly informed our :;:mmg}iz:&’" enfs. One such axample is owr regionst resfignment,
which will dramatically Improve owr inferactions with elales and the regulalsd community,

i be nossibie
m corfident
1 haalth and

o e*rﬂps* oud of the prog mads in 2018, and | know thal none of itwou
without our tglented ar ated ERA stafl More work remaing to be done, In
that we wi Er;:}*i‘z nue o frmprove how we cary out our vitgl task of proledting human
the environmend for all Americans,
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Under President Trump, EPA has made tremendous
progress reducing unnecessary ragulatory burdens, In
the last year, EPA finglized 13 major deregulatory aclions
~ @ rate of gl least one rule g month, The Agency nearly
doubled its cosb-savings goals for the vear and aasily met
the 2-for-1 reouirement per Prasident Trump's Exaeculive
Crder 13771, Since President Trump took office, EPA has
finalized 33 major deregulatory actions, saving Americans
almost $2 billon In regulatory costs.

ForFY 2018, EPA proposed a reguiatory budget that
anticipates saving a tolal of 3818 million In regulatory
costs. Additionally, the Fall 2018 Regulsiory Agenda

included 45 actions that are expecied 1o be dersgulatory
- 34 ofthose actions appeared for the first ime.

Data released over the past vear of the Trump
Adrministration shows fremendous progress on the
mmprovemant of air quality and a decrease in greenhouse
gas {GHEG) emissions. EPAs most recent report highlights
that, between 1970 and 2017, the combined emissions of
six key poliutands dropped by 73 percent, while the US.
gronomy grew more than thres imes,

Acloser look at more recent progress shows that
betwean 1990 and 2017, average concentrations of
hamnful air pollutants decreased significantly acroas our
nation:

«  Sulfur dioxide {1-hour) | 88 percent

«  Lead {3-month averags) |80 percant

«  Carbon monoxide (8-howr) | 77 percent

+  Nitrogen dioxide {(annual} | 56 percent

+  Fine Particulate Matter (24-hour) | 40 pement

+  {iparse Particulate Matter (24-houn) | 34 percent
«  Ground-evel orong S-howt | 22 percent

2017 GHG data collected under the EPA's Greenhouse
{(as Reporting Program showed overall decreases across
sectors and that tolal LS. GHEG emissions reported
decreased by 2.7 parcent during 2017,

In August 2018, EPA proposed the Affordable Clsan
Energy (ACE] Rule ~ a new rule to reduce GHG
grnissions from axisting coal-firad elschic ulilty
generating units and power plants across the coundry.
The ACE Rule replaced the prior adminishration’s Clean
Power Plan {CPP) that was indefinitely staved by the
Supreme Courd in 2016, The ACE Rule will empowear
states, promote energy independence, and facilifaie
sconomic growth and ob creation across the country.

U.S, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY » YEAR IN REVIEW 2018 4

ED_004465_00012696-00005



EPA estimates the ACE Rule could provide 5400 million
i annual net benefits and could reduce 2030 COZ
emissions by up fo 1.5 percent from projected levels — the
equivalent of taking 5.3 million cars off the road. Further,
when states have fully implemented the proposal, U.S,
nower sector LOZ emissions could be 33 10 34 percent
helow 2006 levels, a greater reduction than the projected
02 emissions reductions from the CPP which was
never implemented.,

Together, EPA and the UL, Department of
Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA] released the proposed Safer
Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Ruls for

Model Years 2021-2020 Passenger Cars and Light
Trucks (SAFE Vehicles Rule) to comrect the current
national automobile fuel sconomy and greenhouse gas
emissions standards. The proposal lays oul sight oplions
for national fust economy standards for model vears
2021-2026. Compared o keeping the 2012 standards

i place, the Trump Administration’s preferred option
would reduce the cost of a new car by more than 52,300,
These savings would help more Americans purchase
newer, cleaner, and safer vehicles, thereby improving the
environment and saving lives. Itis anficipated i

= Prevent thousands of on-road fatalifies and injuries
as sompared 10 the standards set forth in the 2012
fingl rule,

= ncreass vehicle affordabiiity, which leads io
increased driving of newer, safer, more efficient, and
cleaner vehicles.

«  Decrease gverall average vehicle ownership costs for
new vehicles, approximataly $2,340,

«  Reduce regulatory costs approximately $252.6 biflion
reduction through MY 2024,
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Freviously, New Source Review (NSR) reqularly
discowraged companies from investing in and deploving
the cleanest and most efficient technologies. Through
the Trump Adminisiration’s NSR reforms, EPAs
providing clanty o permitling requirements, improving
the overall process, and incentivizing investments in

ihe latest energy technologies. NSR reform s a key

part of President Trump's agenda to revitalize American
manufactring and grow owr economy while continuing 1o
protect and improve the environment.

EPA intends to undertake a number of additional actions
that will further modernize and streamiine the NGR
process, without impeding the Ageney's ongoing efforts
o maintain and enhance the naion's alr quality,. Work on
those new actions is already underway and will continue
throughout 2018,

it November 2018, EPA launched the Cleaner Trucks
initiative (CT1) to further decrease nifrogen oxide (NOx)
emissions from on-highway heavy-duly frucks and
sngines. CTHwill include a fulure rulemaking that will
update the existing NOX standard, which was last setin

2007, while also streamiining compliance and cerlifivation
requirements,

it is astimatad that heavy-duty trucks will be responsible
for ana-third of NOx ermissions from the ransportation
sector in 2025, EPA expects that any update I the
standards will rasult in significant mobile soure NOx
reductions, which will aid communities across the
country in the attainment of ozone and particulate matler
standards,

in addition to NOx emissions stendards, the T will
cut unnecessary red tape and simplify cerlification of
compliance requirements for heavy-duty frucks and
engings. Working fogether with pariners in slales and
industry, the country can achisve environmental resulls
through the pursult of common-sense reguiations that
encourage economic growth, New programs bome out
of the CT offer cpporiunities fo streamiing ragulations
through smarter program design and reduce the overall
regulatory burden while protecting human health and the
environment.

in May, the Agency issusd
a memo oullining 18 approach 1o the National
Amblent Alr Quality Standards (NAADS) review
process. The ‘Back-to-Basies” process will ensure
that EPA and s independant science advisors
follow atransparent, imely, and efficient process in
reviewing and ravising public health- and walfare-
hased NAAGS. The reforms include incorporating
imporiant policy-relevant contaxd, as required inthe
Clean Alr Act, on issues like background pollution
and potential adverse haalth, welfare, economic,
energy, and social effects from strategies 1o attain
and maintain the NAAGS, The memo states that EPA
mtends 1o finalize the next review of pzone by the
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Clean Alr Act deadline of October 2020, 1t also states
that the Agency infends o complete its review of the
narficulate matter NAAGS by December 2020,

= 5 An the second vear of the Trump
E?ﬁx the Agency continued its monthly average of
converting one Federal Implementation Plan (FIF)
it a State Implementation Plan (8P

- i The LB, has experienced
éfa matic prograss for ozone and olher g pollutants.
EPA completed area designations for the 2015 ozone
standards and finalized i mplementation and siates
olan requiraments ruls for the standards, which wil
facilitate flexible requiatory tools o address permitting
raquirements and indernational emissions in these
areas. Compared o designations issued in 2012

for the 2008 standards, there are 1 percent fewer
counties being designaled "nonatiainment” for the
more stringent 2015 standard,

- - Given the major progress states
haw made reducing ozone concentrations, the
Agency determined that the 2016 Cross Siate Ar
Pollution Rule (CEAPR) Update safisfies “good
neighbor” obligations for the 2008 NAAGS for
ground-lsval ozone, The iatest BFA air quality data
and modeling predict that, by 2023, there will be

no remaining nonatiainment or maintenance areas
for the 2008 Ozone NAAQS inthe CSAPR Update
ragion (which encompasses most of the sastem
United States). Once the 2016 CSAPR Update is fully
rrplemented, upwind states in this region are not
expected o contribute significantly o nonatlainment
or interfers with the maintenance of the 2008

pzone standards in any downwing state. The rule
determined that EPA and these 20 slates have no
pbligation {0 establish addiional requirements for
sources o further reduce transported ozone poliution
{0 satisfy “good neighbor” obligations under the 2008
ozong NAAQS.

For the second yvear in a row, the Trump EPA finalized
volume requirements for the Renewalle Fuel Standard
{RFS) by the congrassionally mandated statutory
deadiing November 30 - an annual deadiing thatthe
orevious administration consistently missed by hundrads
of days. The tmely finalization of RFS volumes for 2019
and biomass-based dissel for 2020 provides siability to

7 U8, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECH

the program and greater cerfainty to famming and refining
communities across the country.

o Prasident Trump has made
Szt aﬂgihen ng the Renewable Fuel Standard an
rportant priority of this administration. EPAL

actively working to implement President Trump's
diractive on year-round £15 and proceeding as
axpeditiously as pracicable. These actions will give
America’s farmers the regulatory certainty and clarity
they asked for ~ and deserve. The Agency plans o
release proposed rule texd in February 2018 and take
final action on the proposal by the upcoming driving
SRER0N.

v EPA approved a
var &iy of pathways for renewable fuel derved from
sorghum, including biodiesel, heating ofl, st fuel,
heating ofl, and lguefied pelroleum gas produced
from sorghum olf, & by-product of ethanol produced
from using grain sorghum as a primary feedstock.
These pathways meet the greenhouse §as emissions
reductions requirements 1o qualify o generate credits
or Renewable Identification Numbers (RiNs} for
biomass-based diesel and advanced biofuels under
the RFS program. This new feedstock is estimated to
produce around 21 million gaflons providing flexibility
in meeting volume standards of the RFS program. i
glso adds diversity to the biofuel mixin the country.

FOMN AGENCY » YEAR IN REVIEW 4018

ED_004465_00012696-00008



Mgty Gaty o Feckast Aesiiabin RINs to Hat

v n September, EPA ypdated the
HFS ot ﬁgs‘am websile to increase ransparency
surrounding the program. The updated websile
includes new data and information for both
stokeholders and the public. The data provides
important information for renewable fuel producers,
fuel refiners, importers, and marketers that can

be used as they make business and compliance
decisions.

In December, EPA proposed 1o revise the New Source
Performance Standards (NSPE) for greenhouse gas
ernigsions from new, modified, and reconstructed fosgs
fuel-fired power plants. Under Section 111{b} of the Clean
Alr Act, the Agenoy proposed 1o revise its determination
of the best system of emission reduction (BSER) for
these plants, This proposed rule would ensure that any
new coal plants bullt in the ULS. use the most advanced,
clean coal technologies that have been adequalely

demonstrated. The revised standard is based on reality
and comports with the requirements of the Clean Alr Adt.
These proposed revisions would help 1o provide room
for American energy production 1o continue 1o grow and
diversify, which is oritical for long-lerm energy seocurity
and global competitiveness goals.

EFA took key steps toward ensuring that the Ageney's
NSRS for new residential wood heaters are based
on regbworld conditions. The Agenoy's proposed
amendments would provide reliel for consumers,
retatiers, and manufacturers by allowing the sale of wood
heaters that meet the latest emissions limils trough May
2322 This action Is expected fo save approximately 533
mitlion in regulatory costs from 2019 - 2022,

EP&s proposed amendiments o the 2015 NGPE for
Residential Wood Heaters provide consumers addiional
fime o purchase already-manufactured wood-fired
hydronic heaters and forced-alr furnaces that meet the
Iatest amissions limits before manufacturers are required
to sell units that meet tighter Brits due fo ke effsctin
2020. The proposal would not change the effective date
of the tighter emissions limils; howsver, Bwould allow

retailers to “sel-through” or sell existing inventory of
heaters mesting current emissions fim
2022,

its through May

Back of W ")(ist'o‘«::;
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In December 2018, EPA and Department of the Ay
ook 3 significant and historic slep 10 provide ceriainly
to farmers, landowners, and oo-requlalors across the
country by proposing a revised definifion for WOTUS.
The proposal’s clear and common-sense appreach to
entifing waters that are subject to federal reguiation
refiects the pre-proposal input the agencies solicited
from a wide range of stakeholders. This proposal beging
the second step in & two-step rulemaking process (o
review and revise the definition of 'waters of the Uniled
States” consistent with Prasident Trump's February 2017
Executive Order. EPA looks forward 1o reviewing the
public's comments on the propossd new definiion and
taking final action on this proposal in 2018,

Praposad Revised Delintion of
“\Waters ol the United Stelss!

In May 2018, EPA convened a two-day National
Leadership Summit on PFAD in Washington, D.C. that
brought fogether more than 200 stakeholders from across

the couniry 1o discuss steps to address PFAS, Following
the Summit, the Agengy hosted a series of visits during
the summer of 2018 In communitiss directly impacted

by PFAS 1o better understand ways the Aganoy can

best support the work being done &t the state, local, and
fribal levels. EPA interacted with more than 1 000 people
thiring events held in New Hampshire, Pennsylvania,
Colorado, North Caroling, and Kangas In addition, EPA
hosted a roundtable in Michigan and held events with
tribal representatives. Using information from the Nationgl
Leadership Summit, communily engagemants, and public
input provided by the docket, EPADlans o release 3
FEAS Management Plan in 2018

As part of the Agency’s efforts to develop a PFAS
Management Plan, inlate 2018, EPA released

draft toxinity assessments for GerX{ chemicals and
perflusrobutans sulfonic acid (PFES) for public input.
When finalized, these foxicily assessments may be usad
by federd partners, siates, tribes, and local communities
to better understand the potential rsk associsted with
human exposures o these PFAS chemicals.

ERAs Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Agt
OAIFLAY program plays an important part in fulfilling this
nasd as part of President Trump's plan o upgrade the
nation's infrastructure, EPAs WiFIA federsl loan and
guaranies program aims {0 accelerals investmantin
the nation’s water infrastructure by providing long-term,
low-cost supplemental oredit assistance for regionally
and nationally significant projgets. By the end of 2018,
EPA dosed seven WiFIATpans fotaling nearly §2
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Billfon in Ioans to help finance over $4 billion for water
infrastructure projects and create up 0 6,000 jobs.
Hecause the WIFIA program offers loans with low interest
rates, these WiFIA loans saved borrowers up to 5705
rriflion.

In November 2018, EPA invited 39 additions! projects in
16 states and Washington, D.C. o aoply for g WiFIA lpan.
Togather, the selected borrowers will receive WiHlAoans
totaling approximately $5 billon to help finance over §10
bitlion in water infrastructure investments and oreals up 1o
155 000 inbs,

The Clean Water and Drinking Walsr Stale Revolving
Funds also play an integral role in President Trump's
efforts 1o improve and upgrade the nation’s water
mfrastructure and ensurs all Americans have acoess o
clean and safe water, In Y 2018, the Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) committed $2.8 billion
m drinking water infrastructure loans and refinancing and
disbursed $2.5 bilion for drinking water infrastructurs

10 improve the nation’s public health. In addition, the
DWESRF committed $194 million for preventionforused
achviies supporiing drinking waltsr syslams’ ischnical,
managertal, and Snancial capacily, as well as operator
certification and source water protection, In FY 2018, the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund committed 56.8 billion

in clean water infrastructurs loans and refinancing and
disbursed $8.3 billion for clean water infrastucture 1o
improve our nation’s public haalth.

Consistent with the Trump Administration’s priorities,
{lean Water Act Section 404 dredged and Gl

permits support important infrastructure projects ke
highways, airports, dams, levees, mines, and housing
developments. Working cooperatively with states and
fribes, the regulated community, and other stakeholders,
EPA took multiple actions in 2018 toward streamiining
WA section 404 permiting processes including:

«  iniflating arulemaking o update the Section 404{g)
regulations o olarify which waters a state or tribe
assumes permiting responsibility for and o foster
interest in state and tribal assumption of Section 404
permitting authority, To date, only Michigan and New
Jersey have assumed administration of the Seclion
404 program—the UEB, Army Corps of Engineers
{Comps) retains permiling authonity for the rest of the
gountry;

«  Evalualing updates o the reguigtions goveming
EFAs role in restricting disposal sites under Bection
404 {c) 1o increase pradictability and provide
regulatory certainty for all stakeholders;

«  Announsing the consideration of opportunities o
enhance effective implementation of the Section 401
cerfification process, including updating reguiations,
geveloping guidance, or fraining, and

«  Proposing a rule with the Corps o achieve greater
gfficiencies in the current review and approval
process for proposed compensatory mitigation banks,
interagency Review Team, and in-ieu fee programs
related to Section 404 permits.
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the board on Superfund site remediation and program
reform. In FY 2018, the Agency dedeted all orpart of 22

sites from Superfund’s National Priorifies List (NPL), the

targest number of deletions in one vear since FY 2005,

Under the Trump Administration, the Superfund program
has reemerged as a priority to fulfill and strengthen the
Agency's core mission of protecting human health and
the environment. On the one-vear anntversary of the
Superfund Task Fores, EPA highlighted successes and
orogress over the past year while outlining work to be
dong in year Wwo.

11 U8, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECH

Over the nast year, EFA has made major strides across

At s After the inauguragl
release initial {}f ﬂ'%% Adrministrator's Emphasis List
(ALY on December 8, 2017, which included 21
Mational Priorifies List (NPL) Superfund sites across
the United States targeted for immediate and intense
attention, substantial progress has been made gt
AEL sites. EPA has since updated the dynamio st
gach subsequent quartar while siles achisve major
rritestones throughout the Superfund process.

Due o more direct attention to the sites potentially
ghigible for partial or full deletion from the NPL, the
program deleted all or part of 22 sites from the NPL in
the past fiscal year

ERAlaunched a8 Human Bxposure Dashboard
providing real-time human exposure status for all

WL sites in an sasily accessible webpage. inFY
218, the Agency designated an addiional netiotal of
32 sites as having human exposurs {0 contamination
under controlfor a total of 1,507 sites under control.

After ?ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ ng a
Rﬁéaveéﬁpme ni Focus List of 31 NPL siies with the
greatest reuse potentizl EFA has respondad o ovey
120 redevelopmentrelated prospective purchaser
inguiries and created a new informational mapping
tool that provides sife-specific details on sach of

the 31 stes. Two noteworthy examples of EPAs
redevelopment efforts are the Libby Asbesios site in
Libby, Montana; and the Peoples National Gas sife in
Dubugus, lowa,

E?aa s:rﬁai:ed ar aaﬁ f}i“éé‘éi feam
f}f ?ﬁﬁé&‘v%if};}mﬁ ni experis led by EPA and the LLS.
Department of Justice (DO 1o help addrass lability
gonserns of third-party entities and developers. EFA
and DOJ issued a new policy that encouragss more
frequent consideration of Bona Fide Prospective
Purchaser Agreements and Prospective Purchaser
Agreaments, when appropriate, o foster cleanup and
reuse of NPL sites.
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£ EFA hald
or participated in more than 1,370 public meetings
and 3,190 in-person meelings or interviews with
community members iving near Superfund sites.
Senior EPA Isaders also mat on a regular basis

with environmental justice groups as wall as other
federal agencies and a variely of slate and tribd
grganizations 1o oblain thelr ongoing inpu on Task
Force work. The Agency also conductad onling
Eistening sessions open o the public 1o oblain
fepdback on implementing many of the enforcemeant
related recommendations,

As outlined in the "2018 Update,” the Agency plana

{0 complete implementation of the Superfund Task
Foree recommendations by September 2018 and will
have fully integrated thal work info EPA's Superfund
program. These achievemeants will provide cerlainty io
communities, state pariners, and developers that the
nation's most hazardous sites will be cleaned up as
guickly and safely as possible,

Another significant achievemeant in FY 2018 was
moreasing the annual number of sites relumad 10
cormunities for redevelopment. By radeveloping
superfund sites, communiies are able fo reuse
thousands of acres of formerly contaminatad landg,
often strengthening local economiss, In FY 2018, EPA
commitied o increase the number of NPL sites that
achisved sitewide ready for anticipated use (SWRALD
by roughly 25 percent over the pravious year. Through
focused management altention and improved program
practices, EPA achisved this goal 51 sites reached
SWRAU in FY 2018, the highest folal since FY 2013,
Many sites that EFA has designated as ready for
rRUSe In previous years now host parks, busingss
districts, renewable energy facilities, wildife habilat,
neighborhoods, and farms.

EPA brownfield grants
have lad to 2 visible
difference in
communities aooss
the tountry.

o
jagls
R e

The Agency also achigved significant on-the-ground
accomplishments at Brownfields sites throughout the
nation. In FY 2018, the BrownbBelds Program reported
861 properties ready for reuss, 1919 assessments
complete, and 143 properties cleaned up. The program
also reported leveraging over $2.2 billion dollars and over
11,000 jobs, All FY18 accomplishments aexceeded thelr
targets for the vear

FY 2018 Brownfislds Program Ascomplishmenis
Parformancs FYO2018 FYO2018

Measure Tamgels Accomplishments
Proparties o &
Assessed 1300 1918
Froperties
Cleaned Up 130 143
S Leveraged 7,000 11,187
Diolars - -
Leveraged $1.1 Bitlion $2.201 Billion
Froperties Made )
Ready for Reuse G4 861

In addition, EPA provided $54.3 milion in Brownfislds
grants fo assess and clean up contaminaled properiies
and promote sconomic redevelopmeant nationwide,
helping to return blighted properties o productive reuse,
ERPA provided an addiion $15.7 million In supplemental
funds for cleanups of contaminated Brownfields siles
i communities across the country. These grants halp
communities reuse vacant and abandongd properties
and wrn them info communily assels such as housing,
reoreation and open space, health faciiiies, social
services, ransportation options, infrastructure, and
gammerce opportunities.

In May, EPA selacted 17 organizations 10 receive §3
itiion for environmental workforce development and
ol fraining programs across the country, Thase grants
support programs 1o help local rasidents learm the skills
neaded 10 secure employment in the environmentat field.
Since the program started in 1888, EPAs Environmental
Warkforce Development and Job Training Program

has frained and placed more than 12,850 individugls in
carears related 1o land remediation and environmental
health and safety.

After Prasident Trump signed info law on March 23,
2018, the Brownfislds Utilization, Investment and Logal
Development Act{BUILD Act), the Agency immediately
hegan s efforts o mplement its key provigions, EPA
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updated guidance documents 1o reflact the new certainty
and liability profechons for state and local government
entiies as well as Alagka Native villages. In June, EPA
asked for public comment on how best o implement the
increased grant-size authority and the new mulli-purpose
and small community assistance grants. EPA s finalizing
the FY 2019 grant guidelines o ensurs new criteria

for clean energy and waterfront properties, as well a5
iooalion within opportunity Zones, are given appropriale
weight in making final grant desisions. Additionally, EPA
hag hosted webinars, conducted oulreach sessions,

and given numerous presentations outlining the new
opportunities under the BUILD Act

Under Acting Administrator Andrew YWhesler's leadership,
EPA's held its first-aver Reoyeling Summit. The summit,
convened on America Recyoles Day, brought together
feaders from industry and all levels of government o
discuss opporiunities o advance and strengthen the
domestic recysling industry and markets. More than 40
manufacturers, retallers, waste management companies,
frade associations, NGOs, and investment funds signed a
unified pledge o commit fo work together fo improve the
state of the recyeling system in the Lnited States.

1. The development of effective cutreach and education
strategies for consumers, local, Iribal and state
governments, ag well as other stakeholders, on what
{0 do with recyeiable materials af end-oluse wil
rriprove the quality and quantity of materials that
Americans recycle, which will strengthen markets for
those regyolable materials.

Since 1960, the U5, recyoling rate has increased
from less than 7 percent fo 35 percent in 2015, An

EFA study found that every 10,000 tons of materials
recycled supports nearly 16 jobs and $780.000 in
Wages.

Focusing on only recycling materials that are locally
accepied - like cardboard, metals cans, and paper

- will reduce confamination and ensure that more
mistenals get a second e and go back info the
geonomy. Pulling the wrong things inthe bincan
ingrease the cost of recvcling for a communily, cause
gveryihing 1o end up as garhage rather than reoveled,
and endanger the safely of workers at local recyeling
facilities. lemg like plastic bags, batleries, and
glectronics should never go in the recyeling bin, but
these can often be donated or recyelad somewhers
glse, such as faking plasto bags back to the grocery
store collaction bin, faking used batteries 1o hardwars
stores or collection centers, or donating used
gleckonics.

New investmens {0 upgrade and modemize the
national recyeling infrastructure can produce 8
miore resilient national recyeling system capable
of withstanding changes in the recvolable material
stream and markets,

Encouraging communication and collaboration
among the different sectors of the economy, including
private enterprise and governmental entities, will
support the innovation, development, manufacture,
and reuse of Migh-guality recyelable materials that
sonsumers want fo purchase, that manufacturers
want to use a8 feedsiock, that retailers want o

gffer for sale, and that recyclers want to collect and
reprocess. A stronger domestic recyeling market

will support local communities by creating more

jobs, provide the overall ULS, economy with greater
resifionce and seff-reliance, and present achisvable
cost savings for municipaliies

149 U8, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY » YEAR IN REVIEW 2018

ED_004465_00012696-00014



4 Working together to standardize and align the
measurement and tracking of recyelable materials wil
help better inform actions and investments to improve
recyclable matenals managament in the UG

Together, the Trump Administration’s EPA US
Department of Agriculturs (USDA), and Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) launched the "Winning on Reducing
Food Waste” infiative o improve soordinalion and
sommunication across federal agencies as we workidn
better educate Amenicans on the impacts and imporiance
of redusing food loss and waste. Wasled food is the
single largest category of material placed in municips
fandfills and represenis nourishment that could have
elped fead families in need, fead animals or be used for
indusingl purposes of composting. Effectively reducing
fond waste will require cooperation among fadergl, stale,
fribal and local governments, faith-based instifutions,
environmental organizations, communities, and the entire
supply chain,

The Agency signed a proposed rule 1o amend the
emergency release notification regulations under the
Emergency Planning and Community Right-fo-Know Act
{EPCRA) o make clear that reporting of air emission from
animal waste at farms is not regquired under EPCRA. The
proposal aims 1o provide fvestock producers with greater
requiatory certainty, 1t will also allow emergency response

offivials to focus on readiness and emergencies, not
animal wasts,

e July, EPAfinalized the first set of revisions to the 2015
raguiations for the disposal of coal combustion residusls,
gs0 known as COR or cogl ash, from electic utilities and
independant power producers, The first set of revisions
provides ulilities and states more flexibility in how CCR s
managed and saves between $28 to 331 millon avear in
raguiatory costs.

EPA dlso approved Cilahomea's application 1o operale a
permit program for disposing of coal combustion residuals
in tandfills and surface impoundments, This approval
makes Oklahoma the first stale inthe nalionforun a
federally approved coal ash permit program.

EPA has received applications o review coal ash permit
srograms from Georgla, Alabama, and Kansas. The
Agenoy condinues 1o work with these and several other
states, including Arkansas, Arizona, Louisiang, Michigan,
Missowi, Nebraska, Texas, and Wisconsin,
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Over the past vear, EPA once again met the deadlines set
by the 2016 Frank R, Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the
21st Century Act, which amended the Toxic Substances
Control Act {TSCA) EPA staff worked tirslessly to ensure
the most modem and innovative chemicals gel to market
quickly and safely, providing requiatory certainty for
manufacturers and confidence for AmMencans Consumers.

On the two-vear anniversary, EPA announced it had
completed the following milestones:

The strategy promotes the development and
rmplementation of altemative test methods and
strategies to reduse, refine, or replace verlebrate
animal testing, 1 also ncorporates input from public
mestings and wiitlen comments.

o The i“ifﬁ maﬁ&n collected thy rough i:ha new

ap{:ﬁ ing reguirements will be used o fée:evﬁiaga future
swertones of mersury and mercury-condaming
product supply, use, and frade in the United Slates.

?hﬁsa guidance documents specily the process éha‘s
with enable other governmental entities and medical
and emergency personngl 1o request CBL information,

Ay identifier will be appll es:é 0
a Sﬁbsztaneze whose identity is protected as UBl as
well as to other related Information or submissions
concering the same substance. This will allow

the public to connect information related o the

same substance, even while the specific identity is
protecied as confidential,

This guidance will allow EPAto share more
wformation with the publio about the structure of
substances while protecting the confidential elements
of the substance’s specific chemical identity. TRCA
Submitters claiming the specific chemical identity of a
chermical substance as CB can supply a structurally
desoriptive generio name that can be disclosed o the
oublic.

15 U8, ENVIRONMENTAL FROTEDS

ERA Issued the final of four framework rules under
Lautenberg with the final fess rule under TRCA,
ensuring that resources are available to the Agency
to complete chemical reviews and actions in a fimely,
fransparent manner while maintaining high sclentific
standards.

Thess fees collectad from chemical manufactun
toward developing risk evaluations for exdsting chemicals;
soliecling and reviewing foxicily and exposure data

and other information; reviewing Confidential Busingss

ars will 9o

tnformation (GBI, and making determinations in a timely
and transparent manner with respect 1o the salsly of new
chamicals bafore they enter the marketplace,

EPA released the first ten problem formulation
documents, an important interim step prior 1o completing
and publishing the final risk evaluations. The documenis
rafing the scope of risk evaluations for the first ten
chamicals selactad under the Lautenberg Chemical
Safety Act Months following the release, EPA released
the draft risk evaluation for Pigment Vidlet 28 (FV29), one
of the first ten chemicals undergoing risk evaluation under
TSCA, delivaring on the Agency's promise o meet the
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statutory deadlines and ensure the safely of chemicals
currenily on the market.

The Agency released a number of documents and
guidances including {1} the systematic review approach
documeant, {21 "Points to Conaider” guidance, and (3
priorifization approach for chemicals in the next group of
THCAvisk svaluations.

1. EPA's systemalic review approach document
will guide EPA's selection and review of studies
in addition to providing the public with continued
fransparency regarding how the Agancy plans o
evaluate scientific information.

2. "Points o Consider When Preparing TSCA
Mew Chemical Notifications” infends 1o improve
ransparency with the public and with companies
seeking Agency review of ther new chamical
substances under TSCA The guidance promotes
earty engagement and communication and enhances
gverall understanding of EPA’S technical review
and analysis o betier move chamicals through the
gvaluation process. The guidance provides the
general public, including new chamisal submitiers,
with important information on

(o General guidance relating o new chamical
notices;

{b} Preparation of pre-manufacture nolices (PMNs),
Significant New Use Notices (SNUNs), and
axemption notices,

{c} EFA scientific approaches used in conducting
PMN asssssments, and

{d} Best practices.

3. in September, EPA released the approach it will
use fo identify chemicals that could be included
in the next group of risk evaluations under TSCA
The document laid out EPA's nearterm approach
for identifying polential chemicals for prioritization,
the initial step In evalualing the safely of existing
chemicals under THOA

Building on the Agency's promise 1o work with the
public 1o seiect the next chemicals for risk svaluation,
this approach reflects public input received al &
December 2017 mesting and through the public
docket, EPA also ook input from the public on which
chemicals should be priontized for risk evaluation and

which chemicals may be low prionties under TSCA

The document also includes a longer-derm nisk-based
strategy for managing the larger TSCA chemica!
landscape which, according to the TSCA Inventory,

is composed of more than 40,000 active chemicals,
This longerderm approach can be used o inform
muttiple activities and priorities throughout EPA
including within the TSCA program.

EFA proposed the first ragulation on asbestos to pravent
new uses of ashestos. EPA S proposing 1o ensurs that
manufacture, impord, or processing for these curently
unreguiated new uses identifisd in the regulstion are
prohibited unless reviewed and approved by the Agency.
Praviously, anyone could have resumed the use of
asbestos without seeking approval from the Ageney.
Once finalized, EPA will be closing this loophole.

in time for the growing season, EPA extendad the
registration of dicamba for wo vears 1o controd weeds
in fialds for cotton and soyhean plants genetically
engingarad 1o resist dicamba. This action was informed
by input from and extensive collsboration between the
Agency, state requlators, Tarmers, academic researchers,
pasticide manufacturers, and other stakeholders, EPA
fightenad the labsl requirements o enswe that these
products can continug o be used effectively while
addrassing potential concerns 1o surrounding orops and
planis.

The Agency completed 98, 7% of the 2183 Pesticide
Registration Improvement Act (PRIA) pesticide
regisiration actions on time, registered 23 new aclive
ingredients, most of which were classified as reduced-
risk pesticidas, and registersd 147 new uses of existing
pasticides, providing new tools o growers 1o meet thelr
past managament needs.

ERA also released a draft policy to reduce the use of
animals in teshing chemicals that may iritate the skin

or cause an allergic reaction. The draft policy describes
the scisnce behind the non-animal alternalives that can
now be used (in vilro, in sifico, in chemico) fo wentily
skin sensitization, which is necessary for pesticide
registrations. In addition, by walving dals regquirementis
within the pasticides program, EPA s saving over 16,000
test animals.
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EPAs enforcement and compliance program has focused
on prionty environmental risks and non-compliance
oroblems. The foous on these arsas has resulled in
farger, more complex cases with greater reductions in
ooiution. While stales do most of the work in authorized
orograms, EFA has a ot of tools o help assure
sompliance with federal environmental laws,

At one end of the spectrum, EPA S encouraging
compliance by promoting self-audits. Between FY 2017
and FY 2018, the number of facilities that voluntanly
disclosed viclations and certified aretum o compliance
increased by 47 percent, from 1,062 10 1,581 A

the other end of the spectrum, EPA LS deterring non-
compliance by increasing the number of new criming
cases in FY 2018 reversing a downward trend that
began in 2011

Yhere EPA does teke the lead, we strive 1o make sure
the cases result in meaningful environmental outcomes,
InFY 2018, EPAIncreased snvironmental oulcomes
by requining regulated entities 1o treat, minimize or
nroperly dispose of over 540 million pounds of waste
and o reduce, treal, or eliminate nearly 268 million
nounds of air, toxics, and water pollution.

i January, EPAissued an Interim Guidance on
Enhancing Regional-5State Planning to set consistent
expectations for joind planning, work sharing, and
enhanced communication, and 1o move o amodel of
shared governance with siates.

EFA also transitioned from National Enforcement
fnitiatives fo National Compliance Initiatives {0
glign priorities with the Agency's strategio plan and
to focus on environmental problems, not specific
industry sectors. This ransition aims o increase
the environmental law compliance rate and reduge
the average time from violation identification to
sorrection.

Throughout this vear, the Agency worked o be

more mely in notifving faciiiies of ingpection results
o increase certainty and speed of corection of
victations, The Inferim Polioy on Inspection Report
Timeliness and Standardization directs inspeciors

to flag compliance concems with the facility at the
time of inspection. In addiion, EPA will prepare most
inspecton reports and provide them fo faciiities within
7 days of an inspection.

On the efficiency side, EPA shared a draft of New
Owner Clean Air Act Audit Program for Ol and
Matural Gas Exploration and Production Facilities
with stakeholders for input, EPA IS in the process

of developing a New Gwner Clean Alr Act Audit
Program taitored for the of and natural gas secton
Thig program will provide environmentally protective
efficiencies and cerlainty in the ofl and natural gas
sector for fimely and cost-effective Clean Air Act
sompliance,

EFA reemphasized the use of self-audits and
seif-disclosure o achisve compliance. For

gxample, Region 8 signed a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with the Wyoming Department of
Environmental Quality to encourage the use of the
Wyoming self-audit law. The MOA makes clear that
EFA will defer to the judgment of the State on how i
manages penalfies associated with disclosures under
the gtate’s law 50 long as threals o the envirpnment
are fully addressed. The goal is fo provide certainly o
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the regulated community that they will only deal with sl ERAS Superfund enforcement
the state when negolisting the penally aspectof & eﬁaﬁs in 2018 resultad In cleanups and redevelopment

selft-disclosure. EPA recognizes that Wyoming's self- at over 150 sites including Big River Mine Tailings,
audit law and policy encowrages greater compliance Centredale Manor Superfund Site, and Melouth Steel
with laws and rules protecting public health and the Fagility.

grvironment,

1. in the three ZIP codes comprising the majorty of the
Big River Mine Tallings Site, between 83 and 167
percent of children have ap slevated blood lsad lavel
above 5 micrograms per decilifer, EPA entered info
two settlements o address lead contaminated soll
at over 4,000 residential properties at the Big River
Mine Tallings Sile, localed approximately 70 miles
from St Louis, Missoun

2. The Agency secured a $100 million cleanup at
the Centredale Manor Superfund Site in Nordh
Frovidence, Rhode lsland. Through EPA-lsd
anforcement, two subsidiarias of Stanley Black
& Dacker, inc —Embart Indusiries inc. and Black
& Dacker, inc— agreed 1o dean up dioxn-
contaminated sediment and sod at the site.

3. Atthe Mcolouth Stesl Facility, EPA enterad info an
agresment 1o support cleanup and redevelopment
of the site in Trenton, Michigan. This agresment
rayuires responsible parties o

«  Demolish about 45 structuras;

s Remove asbastos-containing material,
containerized waste and malenials containing
PCBs from all structuras prior to demolition

o install afence around the property,

s Remove contaminated water and sludgss from
23 subsurface structures (pits, hasements and
fagoons), clean or ramove the structures and,
i the structuras remain, il them with clean Bl
materials,

¢ Investigate five areas where PCBs may have
bean released, and

s Assess and report on options for stormwater
management 1o sliminate uncontrolied flow 1o
the Trenton Channel of the Delroit River,

These actions will safeguard human health and the
environment by reducing the risk of exposurs 10 certain
hazardous wastes and substances during development of
the property.
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- EPA also took strong oivil
and oriminal enforcement actions {o address significant
soiution and non-complianee problems and o deter
futurs vigiations.

«  EPAs sefflement with Derive Systems addrassed
the sale of approximately 363,000 aftermarket defeat
device products which allegedly were designed, in
oart, to defeat the emissions control systems of cars
and trucks in violation of the Clean Al Act

o« {wver g span of mulliple vears, Derlve sold products,
mcluding custom engine tuning software and parls,
onling and af distributers across the nation under
the brand names of ‘Bully Dog” and “5CT foruse in
many types of gasoline and diesel-fueled cars and
frucks. Under the terms of the setfement, Derive will
spend approximately $6.25 million to ensure futurs
compliance, and pay a oivil penalty of $300,000.

»  Under a sefflement with EPA, Oklahoma,
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia, MPLXLP and
11 of its subsidiaries agreed fo address squipment
and storage tank leaks at 20 natural gas processing
plants across the ULE., reducing VOO emissions by
more than 1,500 tons per vear.

s Piftshurgh Post-Gazeffe, "Natural gas processor io
pay nearly 57M o seitle pollution viclations”

+  Washington County's Ohserver-Reporter, "Houslon

olant's owner enfers mulimillion-dollar setlement

with A

+  in partnership with the Commonweslth of
Pennsylvania, the City of Lancaster committed fo
address combined sewer overfiows by developing a
iong-term control plan that includes the use of green
wfrastructure projacts.

«  EPA In participation with the Blate of Mississippl,
reached a nationwide setifement with Chewron LSA
that requires process safely improvements at off of
i#s domesto refineries 1o prevent accidental chemical
releases.

+ A part of the setlement, Chevron will spend
approdmately 3150 million to replace vulnerabls
pipes, ingiitute operating parameters and alams
for safer operation, Improve comrosion inspections

and training, centralize safety authority within

the corporation, conduct a pilot study of safety
gontrols for fired heaters, and make other safely
mprovements at all its domestic refineries.

Chevron also will pay a $2.95 million civil penalty
and will implement supplemental environmental
projects worth at lsast $10 milfion in the cormmunitiss
surrpunding the refineries in California, Mississippi,
Utah, and Hawail,

San Francisco Chronicle: "Chevron to pay 3150
rriflion in sefflement with EPA for violating Clean Ar
Aot

CES San Francisco: "Chevron Upgrading Safely After
EFA Richmond Refinery Fire Seftlement”

ERA secured a guilty plea om the operators of LS.
Technology Corporation for llegally ransporting 8
mitlion pounds of hazardous waste from Mississipp
o unpermitied faciity in Missown,

St Lowls Business Jourmnal "4 plead quilly to llegally
shinping hazardous wasts o Missou?”

EFA secured a guilty plea from 1AV GmbH, a German

sompany that engineers and designs automotive
systems, for #s role in the Volkswagen AG scheme
to sedl dissel vehicles in the United Slates that cheat
U8, vehicle emissions tests required by federal law.
AR GmbH agreed 1o plead guilty fo one crimingl
felony count and pay a 535 milion oriminal fing.
Detrof Free Press: "Auto supplier fined milllons in
UG, dissel emissions fraud’
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Throughout 2018, EPA worked closely with states and
ferritonias to prepare for and respond 1o a number of
natural disasters including: Hurricanes Florencs and
Michasl, Supsr Typhoon Yutu, and the catastrophic Camg
firg in California,

inJune, EPA senior leaders gathered in New Orleans,
Louisiana, o discuss the Agency's preparations for

the 2018 hurricans season. At that ime, EFA had
approwimately 80 personnel on the ground in Pusrle Rico
and LLS, Virgin Islands and in the Regional Emergency
Operations Center in Edison, NJ dedicated o rasponss,
recovery, and readingss.

Huilding on lasaons learned from sustaingd emargancy
responss in 2017, EPA stands prepared fo respond o
criical environmental and public health threats. Afler
Kilauea Volcano erupted in Hawal on May 3, 2018,
releasing lava fom the lower Bast Rit Zone, EPA
monitored air quality and provided data managemsnt
supportin response. In a text-book example of how o
work with local enfifies, EFA developsd web applications
i conjunction with local communities 10 provide real-time
air quality data to local residents,

During 2018's hurricane season, EPA assisiad with
response efforts related (o nationally significant storms
including Humicanes Florence and Michasl, and Super
Typhoon Yulu,

EPA activaled emergency response centers in
Philadelphia, PA; Allanta, GA; and Washinglon, D.C o
provide support. in addition, the Agency worked with s
federal, state, and local pariners to ensure that National
Priorities List (NPL) sites, Faciiity Response Plan (FRP)
faciliies, and Rigk Managament Plan (RMP) faciliies in
he storm's path were secured, developed plans 1o assist
with assessing water systems, and procassed smergency
fuel walvers,

Hurricans Michagl — one of the most powerful storms
to aver make landfall in the continental US, — struzk
Florida on Golober 10, 2018 as a Category 4 hurricans,
ERA provided support to Florida's stale emergency
operations center to assist with response afforis, while
also providing assistance via the Agency's headouariers
and regional emergency response centers. EPA also
performad a praliminary assessment of all NFL sites in
the projected and sctusl conas of influence and deployed
field asseasment feams 1o NPL siles impacted by the
storm in Georgla and Florida, Working with federa],
state, and local partners, the Agency also verified the
security and safety of FRF faciliies and RMP faciities
in the stonm's path, deploved hald teams o assist with
Assessing drinking walsr and wastewater treatment
systems, processad emergency fusl walvers, and
deploved fisld teams 1o assist with debris management

In emergency response efforts, Region 4 had more than
43 personnel on-the-ground. During the recovery phase
of the responses o the harricanes, Region 4 Superfund
staff coordinaled post-Handiall assessments of NPL and
NPL-caliber Superfund sites impacted by the storm and
conductad inspections at 127 NPL sifes.
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EPA issued a number of fusl walvers 10 assistin U8, Department of Energy and Siate of California, EPA

distributing fuel nesded for voluntary and mandatory is fielding 300 ataff and contractors and has complatad
evacuations as well s no action assurances in cases approximately half the cleanup fo dats - the largest in
wherg s necessary 1o avold extrems risks 1o public Region 95 history,

health and safely, including:
In addition 1o the alformentioned nationally significant

«  Federal Reid vapor pressure reguirsments walver incidents, EPA engaged, as nesded, on several regionally
for fuel sold in designated areas in North Caroling, significant incidents over 2018, including tain deraliments
South Caroling, Georgla, and Virginia o minimize {(New York Susquehanna and Western Rallway in New
problems with the supply of gasoline, EFA also York; Union Pacific, Minnasola; Burlington Northern
walved in these same states the prohibition onthe Santa Fe, lowa), witdfires impacting Superfund sites fron
Hending of reformulated gasoline Mendstock for Mountain Mine, Carr Firg, Calffornia), a steam pipsline
axygenated blending with other gasoling tlendsiook rupture {Consolidated Edison, New York City}, and a
of axygenate. EPA intended these waivers 1o assistin facility explosion (Western Indusirial Gas and Cylindars,
distributing fuel needed for voluntary and mandatory Texas),

gvacuations. Addiionally, EFA waived the highway

diesal fuel red dye requiraments {0 allow the sale and
use of non-road diesel fuel in highway vehicles in -
Morth Carling and Florida, Although Hurmicans Maria hit Puerle Rigo, the LS.

«  Four no action assurances as raquested by Florida, Virgin Islands, and southeast arsas of the continantal
North Caroling, and Virginia ragarding the loading U8 in 2017, EPA was still involved with response and
and unloading of fuel &t bulk gasoling ferminals, recovery efforts untll early 2018, The Agency continued
pipeling breakoul siations, maring fank vesssl loading efforts such as collecting drums, propans fanks, and
aperations, and gasoling lnading racks. cylinders, coliecting gallons of iquid hazardous waste;

«  One no action assurance as requasted by Floride to and collecling and analyzing drinking water samples.
assure continued electic power supply 1o the Forida During the ongoing recovery phase, EPA remains actively
Kevys, angaged with Pusrto Rico and the ULS. Virgin islands

in advancing long-erm remediation and environmental
systems management capabiliies, while promoting
soonomic recovery and rebullding efforts,

In addition 10 Maria's carrvover, EPA also continued
afforts related to the 2017 wildfires that broke out in four
northern California countiss—dendocing, Lake, Naps,
and Sonoma. Continued reaponse aclivities included
Superfund site assesaments, debris removal, and air
guality monitoring.

The Camp, Woolsey, and Hill fires significantly impacted
three California counties — Butte, Ventura, and Los
Angeles. In the aftlermath of these fires, EPAIs leading a
response effor! involving staff from all Regiong to coliect
fousehold hazardous waste from 14,528 parcels and in
thres counties. EPA Region ¥ also conducted radiation
monitoring in southern California in coordination with the
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On Tuesday, Decamber 11, 2018, Acting Administrator
Wheelsr signed the tilateral Environmental Cooperation
Agresment (ECA) with Canada and Mexico on

behall of the United Stales, EPA and the US. Trade
Hepresentative led the ULE, negoliating team for the
environmental chapler of the USMCA, which contains the
most comprehansive set of enforceabls environmental
obligations of any frade agreement {0 dats, including first
fime provisions 1o address pressing environmental 1ssues
such as air quality and manine litler, and obligations

10 combat trafficking in wildiife, timber, and fish. The
environmental provisions of the USMCA, along with the
ECA, help domestic producers compete on a level playing
fisld, s the firstaver rads agreement among the three
nations 1o include environmental commitments inthe
hody of the agreement. The new agreement strengthens
and expands rilateral collaborative efforts o protect

and conserve the environment and address emerging
environmental challenges. Areas of cooperation include
efforts 1o reduce poliution, strengthen environmentsl
governance, conserve biclogical diversity, and
sustainably manage natural resowess.

Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program as &
concrete example of potentially replicable models. He
glso launched several bilateral work streams with his
counterpants including redoubling ow cooperation with
Canada on a rangs of border issuss and seliingup 3
cooperation framework with the Ewopean Commission
on air quality, maring litler, resource efficlency, and
chemicals managemant

Agting Administrator Whesler signed a Memaorandum

of Understanding (MOU} with the sraell Ministry of
Ernvironmental Protection (MobEF] 1o continue work

on shared asues of concern, including cybsarsecurity,
innovation in waler, and remediation of contaminated
sites, EPA also parlicipated for the first ime in the high-
level U.S -lsrasl Joint Economic Development Group
dialogue in September 2018,

Acting Administrator Wheeler represented the United
Siates at the G7 Environment Ministars Meating this
year in Halifax, Canada. They discussed a wide rangs
of ransboundary pollution issues and launched a GV
Innovation Challengs to Address Maring Flastic Liter,
Acting Administrator Wheeler also raised the imporiance
of G7 leadership on improving clean air and clean watsy
giobally and he highlighted EPA's Waler Infrastructure

Az Chair of the Commission for Environmental
Cooperation (CEC) Councll, EPA launched two new North
Amarican iniiatives addrassing key prionities of Canada,
Mexico, and the ULS, gt the Councll bession in Jung
2018, These intiatives included tilateral cooparation fo
enhance and share capacities among Canada, Mexico,
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and the U5, 1o prepars, respond, and improve resiliency
o extrems weather gvents; and an initiative 1 atdvance
entreprenaurship and innovation for green growth in
academic nstitutions in North America,

provided technical assistance I P‘aﬁ&ma alls,
frade paringr, 1o improve s national water quality lab
capacity. As a rasult, Panama has its first national
water guality reference lab accradited under 150
17025, This accomplishment increased Panama's
capacity to provide decision makers reliable
analytical waler quality data for the development or
implementation of standards and reguiation

Under the U5 -Central America and Dominican
Republic Fras Trade Agresment (CAFTA-DR), EPA
provided technical assistance 10 member countries
{El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica,
Guatemnala and Dominican Republic) fo enhance
their environmental impact assesament procadures,
Ag a rasult, two countries have already experienced
a significant reduction of response ime for permitling
and compliance reports,

EPA provided technical assistance 1o the Vistnam
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
{MONRE) in revising Vietnan's overarching National
Environmenial Law. Promplted by the Formosa fish kil
in 2016, EFA assistance s intended 1o help prevent
future major environmental disasters in Vietham, EPA
shared ULS, experences and case studias for several
sections of the law, including environmental impagt
assesament, permitling, standards devalopment,
sompensation for environmental damages,
snforcement, and public disclosure of environmentsl
information. MONRE plans to submil the new draft
law {0 Vietnam's Padiament in 2018,

EPA has a strong track record of providing granis to
assist fribes in bullding capacity for federal environmental
programs and implementing tribal solid and hazardous
waste programs. In 2018 EPA regions awarded more
than 563 milion under the General Assistance Program,
benafiling nearly all federally recognized tibas through
awards to 500 tibal governments and approximately

25 intertribal consortia, Funding providad under GAP

15 for the administrative, technical, lsgal, enforcament,
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commurnication, and outreach capacities ribes need 1o
gftectively administer environmental reguiatory programs

that EPA may delegate 1o tribes.

o The Pamunkey indian Tribe, W?‘%%Qﬁ

%ﬁ%éﬁ%d i‘eda al recognition in 2018, receivad

Tribal GAP funding for the first time in 2018, The
Pamunkey Tribe will use these funds 1o establish
an Office of Environmental Protection, sponsor
community events, develop environmental plans, and
improve solid waste managemant on the Pamunkey
Resgsrvalion

The Confederated Tribes of
the Goshute Ressrvation will use $182 221 o plan,
develop, and implement environmental protaction
programs, including education and outraach on
reoyeling o ribal members, The Yomba Tribe will use
$174,998 to manage environmental programs, clean
up & dump site, develop an emergancy managemant
plan, and conduct research on a ranster station for
az:yf‘éﬁd materials. The Pyramid Lake FPaiute Tribe
will use $203,200 to model and svaluats the impact
of Truckes River nutrient loads on Fyramid Lake's
water quality, ecology, and frophic status, Funds will
als0 support the Cleanup and closure of three llegal
dump sites and assess the operations of several
fransier stations o reduce illegal dumping,

« The Big Vallay Rancharia will
use $173,000 to install corosion condrol reatmant at
its public water system 1o address slevated levels of
lead and copper at 38 fribal homes. The Middistown
Rancheria Community will use $547 050 o extend
sewar ine service connactions o the Lake County
Sanitation District, removing 40 aging seplic systems.
The Torras Martinez Desert Cahuilia Indians will

use $190,67% to manage environmental programs,
mcluding solid and hazardous waste management
activities, conducting communily oulreach, and
monitoring Salton Sea air quality,
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This past vear, EPA updated and validated a way fo test
for an additional four Per- and Polvfiuoroaliod substances
{PFAS) In drinking water, including the GenX chemical,
hexafluoropropviens oxide dimer acid (HFPO-DA)

The updated tools are part of EPAs efforts to increase
the amount of research and information that s publicly
avallable for chemicals in the PFAS family,

In 2018, EPA released an updated
varsion of the Smoke Sense app
{originally launched in 2017), a mobile
application that lets users lsam about
witdland fires and smoke heaith nsks in
their area and report haalth symploms
they experience.

In addition to the release of the Bmoke Sense app, EPA
continues {0 research many aspects of wildfires, In 2018,
EPA continued its push to publish research on the health
gffects of exposurs 1o wildfire smoke. EFA has also
created resources for responders, public health officials,
and local governments that are aff avallable on EPAS
Smoke Ready Toolbox,

In addition to the research and monitoring EPA does

o support states on an ongoing basis, EPA’s Office

of Research and Development {ORD) Reglonal/ORD
Community of Science Networking (ROCE-Net) Program
strengthens solence across the nation by establishing

new scientific connections and providing a path o future
research collaborations between EPA and siale soientists
on pressing environmental problems. Each yvear, the
three day program provides an opportunity for regional
and state scientists to visit ORD research facilities for
discussions with ORD scientists about regional and state
solence prioriies, including topics such as PFAS, lead

in drinking water and soil, alr quadity sensors, hazardous
waste management, and susiainable communities. The
program began in FY 2017 hosting regional scientists at
EP&'s facliity in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina,
In FY 2018, ORD expanded the program o include not
only {en regional sclentists but also ten sigle sclentists
at the laboratory in Cincinnall, In FY 2019, ORD plans

to host ten regional and 20 state scientisis from across
the coundry at the EPA facility in Research Triangle Park,
Morth Carolina,

in addition o ROCE-Net, EPA continues to host

numerous oulreach opportunities with state partners on a

variely of issues including:

«  Bimonthly calls with the Environmental Coundll of the
States on a range of lssues including PFAS science
and technical issues;

«  Quarterly calls with the Environmental Ressarch
Ingtitute of the Biates Board, and

«  Monthly EPA Tools and Resources webinars on
topics such as water reuse, PRAS, harmiful algal
blooms, confaminated sites, wildfires, lead modeling
and drinking waler syslems,

EPA continues 1o support small businesses across the
couniry through its Small Business Innovation Ressarch
program. This funding helps small businesses develop
innovative technologies for the marketplace. In 2018 EPA
awarded 53.5 million to 22 small businesses in Phase |
and Fhase H contracts o develop innovalive lechnologies
and solutions for environmenial issues.

Through Phase [ of the People, Prosperity, and the Planst
{3} grants program, EPA provided over 3463000 in
funding for 31 college student teams from across the
country, who are developing sustainable lschmologies to
solve current environmental and public health challenges.
Through Phase H of P3, EPA provided more than

8857 000 in funding for eight student teams.
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One of the most importand things we can do 1o protect
our children is 1o make sure they grow up in 8 healthy
and safe environment. Children are uniquely vulnerable
1oy the potential health effects of environmentad hazards
found in their everyday environments. In honor of
Children's Health Month in Oolober, EPA highlighted the
Agency's commitment to children’s health and research
by publishing a new booklet titled, "Protecting Children's
Health”

The booklet not only details EPA's iniliatives currently
underway in parinershin with federal agencies, states,
rihes, local governments, schools, community groups,
medical providers, and other stakeholders, but also
showeases new efforts under the Trump Administration in
orotect children where they live, lear, and play.

At the same fime, EPA announced approximately $9
milion in rebates fo public school bus fleet owners to
heln them replace older school buses with cleaner, more
afficient models. Through Diesel Emission Redustion Act
funding, EPA has helped upgrade 25,000 school buses
across the country for Americs’s schoolchildren o date.

Since the 19705, the United States has made tremendous
prograss in lowering children’s blood lead levels. Lead
exposwre, particularly at higher doses, continues o

nose a significant health and safety threat o children,
preventing them from reaching their fullest potential. The
Centers for Disease Conbrol and Prevention (CDC) has
stated that no safe biood lead level in children has been
identified.

in 2018, the Trump Administration unvelled the Federa/
Lead Action Plan {Lead Action Plan) - a robust and
coordinated federa effor - 1o reduce childhood Isad
exposwre. The Lead Action Plan will halp Tederdl agencias
work strategically and coliaboratively o reduce exposure
to lead and improve children's heaith,

ERA and our federdl partners are committed o a
coliaborative approch 1o address this threat and improve
haglth ctucomes for our nation's most vulnerable
nopulation ow children,

During Children's Health Month, EPA announced the
avalability of nearly 530 million tu support safe drinking
water and cleaner air. EPA Is making $20 milion available
for stales and tibes to test for lead In drinking waler

at schools and childeare faciliies through 2 new grant
DroYram.

The Prasident's Task Foree on Environmental Health
Fisks and Safety Risks fo Children, which was
aatablished in 1997 by Executive Order 13045, s the
focal point for federal coliaboration o promote and
protect children's environmental health, The Task Forcs is
currently co-chaired by Acting EPA Administrator Andrew
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Whaeler and U5, Health and Human Services (HHS)
Secretary Alex Azar

In February 2018, EPA convened a mesting of the Task
Foroe ~ including HUD Secretary Ben Carson, Labor
Sevretary Alexander Acosta, and HHS Depuly Secretary
Eric Hargan - 1o collaborate on the development and
inplementation of a new Federal Strategy fo Reduce
Childhood Lead Exposures and Eliminate Associated
Heatth impacts,

In December, the Task Force met s commitment io
ssue a new strategy. Acting ERPA Administrator Whesler
was joined by HUD Secretary Ben Carson and HHE
Deputy Secretary Eric Hargan to unveld! the Trump
Adrrinistration's Federsl Lead Aclion Plan o Reducs
Childhood Lead Exposures and Associafed Health
impacts {Lead Acfion Flan).

EPA Is committed fo developing an implementation plan
by March 2019 that includes performance metrics for
monitoring progress and demonstrating accountability
for £PA aotivities identified in the Lead Aclion Plan. The
Agency is also committed to providing perodic updates
on the progress of these aclions.

EFA and members of the Task Force will continue to
engage with and reach out {o communily stakehoiders
such as non-governmental organizations.

il L Poaoning Preveniy s o
sommemorate National Lead Poisoning Prevention
Week, EPA released “Protecting Children from

Lead Bxposures” to highlight some of the ongoing
programs being worked on across the various
program and regional offices. The Agency continues
o aggressively address lead issues across America,
working with communities and pariners to further
identify and eliminate lead exposure, sspecially for
children who are most vainerable 1o lead polsoning.

L s EPAGS working to update e
§ﬁad and (:i}g}g:}er ride fm‘ the first time in two decades.

Lamd Dusl ERA proposed strengthening the dust
§ﬁad h&zs&zfé standards. The new, lower proposed
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standards for lead in dust for floors and window sills
wilt be an important step o reduce lead axposure -
gspacially for children

e i 2018, the Water Infrastructure
Fmama and In aavaﬁm;ﬁst (WIFIA) program
prioritized projects that reduce exposure 1o lead and
other contaminants in drinking water systems and
update the nation's aging infrastructure. While the
Agency recognizes thal i will be a mulli-yaar process
1o bring in applications for lead projects under the
A program, the agency is pleased thatin 2017
the Indiana Finance Authority's loan application
includad $8 million dollars for two lead sarvice ling
reptacement projects in East Chicago and Crown
Point. In 2018, EPA inviled several endities to apply
for WiFiAloans that would nvest more than $300
million in lead-related projgots. The agency looks
forward 10 investing in morg projects thal will reduce
fead in drinking water,

Cranie EPA awarded nearly $4 Millon n funding o
\fﬁrgg nia Folytechnic Institute and State Universily
{Virginia Tech) in Blacksburg, Va, and the Water
Research Foundation in Denver, Colo., 1o ressarch
sirategies 1o detect and eliminate lsad exposure in
drinking water,

1. Virginia Tech will use thelr grant of $1,881 500
i create a consumer-based framework 1o detect
and control iead in drinking water. Ressarchers will
work collaboratively with the public, encouraging
cifizen sclentists © parficipate in the research.

By involving consumers directly inresearch, this
sommunity science project s designed o increase
public awareness of Isad in walsr and plumbing

at a national scale. This research expands the
capacity of the most vulngrable communities

{0y actively participale in identifying risks and
gyvaluating opportunities to mitigats those risks,
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2. The Water Ressarch Foundation's §1,881, 500
grant will be used 1o create a rsk-based model
{0 dentify cpportunities o mitigate lead exposure
from drinking water, including at homes and among
childran and pragnant women. In addition, they
will develop a communication framework that
focuses on education and oulreach for risk factors
and mitigation opportuniies, The communication
framework will be a resource for vulnerable
communities and water uiliies, as well as the
general public and olher stakeholders,

secin 2 Y 2008, the region designed and
%mg%@m%xi@zﬁ a place-based approach o reduce
axposure 10 lead, focusing on INCraasing awaraness
of and compliance with EPAS Lead Renovation
Repair, and FPainting {(RRP) Rule. Region 3
congentrated on outreach, compliancs assistance,
and inspection/enforcement resources for arisk
gecgraphic areas, including Lancaster, PA and
Fhiladelphia, FA, This pilot Iad {0 the development
of a collaborative Federal regional inttiative with
Housing & Urban Development and Health & Human
Services. Region 3 is applving lessons learned in
Lancaster 10 apply this approach in the Philadeiphia
area and is paringring with federal, stale, and local
officials, such as the City of Philadeiphia schog]
board,

by addition fo performing inspections, this inifiative
includes workshops on EPA-accredited RRP
training for ¢ty inspectors, and licensing/permitling
smplovees. It also includes events and In-person
visits with trusted organizations, such as childoare
centers and paint suppliers, Together, the Lancaster
oroiect and the Philadeiphia project constitule a2
model o 3pply 1o the Regional Geographis Inliative
on Lead,
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' in Bt Joseph, Missourd, a historc city on
the Missouwr] River, 15 percent of children tested rom
2010-2015 had elevated blood-lead levels - more
than thres times the national average In order o
combat this public health issue, Region 7 oraaled

a regional lead fask force working with the oily, as
well as federal pariners. The task foroe s focused on
public sducation 1o parents, heallh care providers,
and renovators/DlYers who may deal with lead-based
paint As part of this initiative, Region 7 eslablished
collaborative relationshins and networks with St
Joseph's Health Department, Missour Depariment
of Heaith and Senior Services, two hospilals,
communily groups, and others. To date, the leam has
snpaged mors than 25 000 people in the community.
in December 5L Joseph Mayvor Bill McMurray
oublicy recognized and thanked EPA for its effors.

cngagemant events are reaching individual families with
small children, dayeare centers, the reguialed communily,
and more. Activiies included a variely of oulreach,
compliance assistance, and enformement activities such
a5
« Conducting lead-sale cerified program braining
for commercial enovalors as well as compliange
nspections,

« Working with area home improvement slores o
share lead safely information and demonstrale
tead-safe practices for do-tbyoursell home
renpvatong,

« Visiting daycare facilities, including home
daycares, 1o mach children and parents how io
reduce sxposure o lsad-paint dust

« Engaging with local community groups to

determine how o best share resources and fraining

opporiunities with thelr members;

« And coordinaling lead safely media coverage and
radio public service announcemants.

55 dosmol Misoun

As partof the 51 Jozeph, Missoun, Geographic
Initiative, four EPA team mambers parlicipsted in the
annugl Tiny Tol Town BEventin 5t Joseph, Missour,
on October 9, 2018 This svent crealsd an inlerastive
simulated community o inroduce children to e in
their town. Children sxplored Tiny Tot Town by stolling
the stiesls, meeting with slore owners, bankers,
ibrarians, and other professionsls in the community.
The EPAteam setup 2 booth that highlighted how

to avoid lead exposure and sducsied children and
narents sbout sasy sleps they can teke o slay lead-
free. They also passed oul handbooks for parents
and coloring books for children, Approximatsly 300
neople stopped by the EFA booth Io learm about iving
iead-ree. EPA stalf also participated in the Southside
Fall Festival Parade ~ with approimately 1,080
people in attendance - and disleibuled lead polsoning
awarsness and prevention malerials o educals

the communily on how to reduce children’s lead
BROOSUIEE,
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Under Prasident Trump, EPAlaunched a comprehensive
management system, the EPA Lean Managament System
{ELMS), 1o identify, rack, and improve critical Agency
DrOCES5es,

This past year, we inftiated deployment of ELMS in
three regions and scheduled deplovment in the rest

of the agency for FY 2018, We also created over 600
performance measures across all national programs
and regional offices. For the first ime, EPA IS reviewing
s performance via thase new measures and taking
porrective action on a monthly, rather annual basis.

In FY 2018, EPAmade posiive improvements on 45
percent of 4 performance goals as reported through
ELMS,

Thr@ugh the deployment of ELMS, EPA has
Reducad is backlog of new permit applications older
than six months by 34 percent batween Juns and
Movember 2018

« nereased the percentage of TECA pre-manufacture
notice final determinations completed within 30 days
of submission from 11 percent in Colober 2017 10 71
narcent in Seplember 2018

« inoreased the annual number of Brownfields
properties made ready for anficipated use from 531 in
FY 2017 to 861 in FY 2018,

«  Decreased the backlog of action on Total Maximum
Daily Loads o support mesting waler quality
standards under the Clean Water Actfrom 218 1n
April 2018 to 85 in Oclober 2018,

; = in 2018, EPA complated
organizational changes that included moving the Office
of Environmental Justice {OEJ) and the Office of Faderal
Activities into EPA Office of Policy, located in the
Administrator's Office. By elevating the work of these
organizations, EPA can beller address the Agenoy's
moat pressing prionifies, namely addressing the needs
of vulngrable groups and communities and expediting
federal infrastructure reviews and environmental
permitling decisions. In particular this will allow the
Aganoy 1o incorporate snvironmental justice into all EPA
programs, not just enforcement actions.

e} U8, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECH

: sy in the newly located Office of Federal

Az:i: ‘fsiﬁm, EPAworked 10 streamiing s permitling
activities and improve 48 obligations related o the
Mational Environmeantal Policy Act (NEPAY In Oclober
28, EPA rencindad an outdatad, unhelpful, and
guplicative alphanumeric rating system used inthe
NEFA comment letters the Agency issues on draft
anvironmental impact stalements (E1Ss) The Agency
started a review of #1884 NEPA policy and procedurss
to identify other cpportunities for reform.

Maorsover, for the first time ever, EPA starled tracking the
parceniage of EPAs NERA comment letters that issus
within the 45-day comment period. EPA issued comment
latters within that period nearly 100% of the time in FY
218, EPA glso started tracking is early engagemsnt with
other federal agencies in the NEPS process and worked
to increase this engagement throughout FY dHE

EFA released s implemeantation plan for the Ong

Federal Decision policy for major infrastructure projacis
gstablished in President Trump's EG 13807, EPA's plan
includas actions 1o streamiing permitting-related decisions
and reduse EPA's review of draft EiSs. Notably, by the
end of FY 2018, EPA commitied fo reduce the number

of permit-related decisions excaading six months by 50
parcent and by September 30, 2022, all permitrelated
decisions will be made in six months,

o EPA S improving the efficiency, accuracy, and
?: melingss with which d responds 1o the thousands of
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests i recaives
annually, EPA took a major step toward this goal in 2018
when if created the National FOIA Office (NFO) within

the Office of General Counsel {OGCY NFO aims o
standardize policias, streamiine procadures, and noraass
sffectiveness and visibility in order o respond fo FOIA
requasts efficiently and in a imely manner.

sovt The Agency also created the Office of
?\ ission Supmri by combining the Office of Adminisiration
and Resourcas Management and the Office of
Environmental Information to align EPAS core mission
support functions, and 1o improve efficiency, coordination
and customer experience for infemal customers,
stakeholders, and the public.
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EFA owes o the American peopls o be consistent and
ramsparent about how i makes regulatory decisions.
Many federgl environmenial statutes, such as the Clean
Alr Act and the Clean Water Act, requirs or allow some
consideration of cost and benefits when setling poliution
standards, but there 18 variation in terminology and
speciicity provided in each law regarding the nature and
seope of the cost and benalit considerations,

To improve consistency and ransparency, the Agenoy
engaged with the American public 1o consider the most
gffective way 1o formalize the Agency's approach 1o
weighing costs and benefits in future decisions. In June
2018, EPAissued an Advance Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (ANPRM) asking for public input on how
EPA can improve consistency and ransparency in
considering costs and benefits and on the potential for
issuing regulztions to govern EPA's approach in fulure
rifemakings.

EPA's Smart Sectors program provides a platform o
collaborate with requiated seclors and develop sengible
approaches that beller protect the environment and public
heaith. The goals include: meaningful collaboration with
reguiated sectors, common-senss policies i improve
environmenial oculcomes, and better EPA practices and
sirearmiined operations,

In its first vear, EPA established parinerships with

13 sectors of the economy; held three Administrator
roundiables with all sectors; visited 18 facilities covering
the operations of nine different sectors; and held

more than 500 other internal and external meetings 1o
hetter understand and help address seclor issuss and
apportunities,

Uther achisvements include:

«  “Hestpractices in permitling” video, profile, and story
map 1o support an Agency goal of making &l permit
decisions within six months by 2022;

«  “Sector Snapshots)” an interactive, web-based
application that provides snvironmental and
goonomic data over the last 20 vears about industries
participating in the program;

«  Agreement with the National Association of
Manufacturers to expand the reach of Smart Sectors
into the broader manufacturing sector; and

«  Extension of an agresment with the National Vehicle
Mercury Switch Recovery Program o prevent the
releass of meroury into the snvironment,

Additionally, EPARegions 1 and 8 launched Smart
Sectors inifiatives 1o improve communication with
specific industies important to thelr regional sconomy,
environment, and public health,
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34 State implamentation Plans approved,

meeting in Exatar, NH.

4 Superfund sites deleted from the NPL (Hatheway & Patterson in Mansfield, Massachusetts; Old
Southington Landfill in Southington, Connecticut, and Union Chemical Co., Inc. in South Hope, Maine),

400 New England residents in altendance gt the first-in-the-country, two-day PFAS community engagement

T01 doors knocked on by the Community Involvemant taam in addition to the B4 public mestings and 40
factshesls o disseminate information o the public on Superfund and emergancy removal siles.

Region 1 finalized the Massachusells and New
Hampshire M54 permits and put them both

into effect. The new permils update stormwater
management efforls across both stales’ whanized
areas that will better protect vvers, slreams, ponds,
iakes, and wetlands from harmdul pollatants in many
communities. While updating ecological protection,
the permits also maximizes Bexibility for individugl
municipalities o tallor el effos o individual needs
and looal conditions,

Region 1 worked with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts to develop thelr first-ever “watershad
nermil’ o holistically address nitrogen sources on
Lape Cod for the Tour towns sharing the Pleasant
Bay walershed: Brawster, Chatham, Harwich,

ant Orleans, The permit represents an innovative
and flexible permitting approach o support Cape
Cod communities efforts 1o addrass the oritical
water guality challenges stemming from nitrogen
contamination of the Cape’s waterways.

Working with the State of Vermont to implement the
Lake Champlain cleanup, EPA issusd the first-aver
repurt card for Lake Champlain, which showed 3
commitment 10 implemending the phosphorus Total
Maximum Dadly Load (TMDL) for Lake Champlain
and establishing a strong framework {o support fulure
shosphorus ioad reductions.
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and other chemicals,

of contamination o the watershed.

169 Public waler system examinations in New York State {114) and New Jersey (55 fo ensure the Lead and
Copper Rule is adequalsly implemented and drinking water is profecied.

S74 Million Cleanup plan - with strong community support ~ for the American Cyanamid Superfund Site
i Bridgawater Township, New Jersay o atdress two waste lagoons containing highly foxic acid tar, benzens,
$307 Milllon Grantfunding for New York and New Jersey for water infrastructure improvements.

$332 Million cleanup al Berry's Creek {(Ventron/Velsicol Superfund Site) In Bergen County, New Jersey
- an action North Jersey Editorial Board called “Long Overdug” - focused on controlling the greatest sourges

In September 2018, EPA signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with seven non-government entities (Por
Log Nuestros, Water Mission Infernational, the Puerio
Rico Solence, Technology and Research Trust, the
Puerto Rico Community Foundation, the American Red
Cross, (FAM, and Polvtechnic Unbversity of Puerlo
Rico} to strengthen the development and operation of
independent public water systems and unregulated

community water systems in Puerlo Rico.

These public water systems are in remote, rural sreas of
the island, relving on surface waler and/or groundwater
for their water supply and facing unique challenges in
oroviding affordable drinking water and wastewater
services that meet federal and Commonwealth
reguigtions. Many of these systems lack the technical,
managenial, and financial capabilities and resources
necessary o assure access 1o reliable and safe drinking
water even before Hurrcanes Marla and rma hit the
istand last vear, and those problems have only been
exacerbated by the impact of the storms,

The MOU leverages more than 510 million pledged by
the nonprofit groups to support the organizations that
own and operate water systems and make their systems
rore energy independent. Through this MOU, EPA and
the other signatories have agreed 10 UsSe O T830UICRS
and experiise to collactively bulld capacity o ensure

the systems provide safe drinking water {o community
residents, as well as conduct infrastructure repairs and
mprovements 1o make these systems more sustainable
and resilient o fulure extreme weather events.

oy f 5 Ruenas,

f sy 2. ; - o 5 a Finy J 5
Javler Garclay Dy Nelson Cofosn From the Fu initaria de Fusrto
Rivg, Communily Leader Don Gulferme Fafedn, and EPAstalf

EPA Region 2 reached an agreement with the town of
Ticonderoga, New York, 8 town with a per capila income
of $16,000 and 21% of children living In poverty, 10
address longstanding violations of the Safe Drinking
Water Act {(BDWAY {0 protect the health of approximately
5,000 village residents. The Consent Decree establishes
ragquirements and 8 schedule o bring the fown info
sompliance, inchuding monitoring and public notification.
As part of the agresment, the Town will perform 3100000
in Supplementa Environmental Prolects, consisting of &
notification project and a pharmaceutical disposal project.
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& Superfund sites deleted from the NPL {Domey Road Landfill in Upper Macungie Township, Pennsylvaniag;
G & D Recycling in Foster Township, Pennsylvania; Ordnance Works Disposal Argas in Morgantown, West
Yirginis, and Reclicon/Allied Steel Corp. in East Coventry Township, Pennsylvanial,

48 Completed federally approved actions on Siate Implementation Plans.

165 Residential properties cleaned up o addrass contamination from polyoyelic aromalic hydrocarbona
and metals in the Eastwick Naighborhood in proximity 1o the Lower Darby Craek Area Superfund Site,

4, 78T Lab analyses performed for 40 Superfund sites by Region 3's Environmental Sclence Center
Regional Laboratory. The Regional Laboratory also oblained new 180 Accreditation for PRAD Method 537,
becoming the first EPA laboratory with this accredifation for drinking water,

$283 Million Awardad in state revolving loan grants 1o state partners in the Mid-Atlantic, which will be
used to address the ontical need for improved infrastruciure,

In Jduly 2018, EPA and the Bay Program Parinership
completed the Bay TMDL "Midpoint Assessment” which
updated the Partnership’s modeling tools with new
selence, land use and land cover datz, and improvemenis
io it acouracy and completensss, It also included an
ERA svaluation of the progress the pariners have mads
toward meeting the goals of the Chesapeake Bay TMDL.
Ascording to the assessment, the partnership excesded
i#s hatfway goal for reducing phosphorus and sediment as
measured under the currend suite of modeling tools. The
report detalled record acreage of underwater grasses
and the highest sstimates of water quality standards
atteined in more than 30 vears. Overall watershed-wide
restoration efforts excesded the 60 parcent goals for
raducing phosphorous and sediment with support from
EPA,
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187 Supsrfund sites assessed following Hurricanes Florence and Michael,

1.45 Million Peopls in the Trov and Hillsborough arsa with clean air afer the redesignalion of remalining
two nonatiainment areas for 2008 lead NAAGE.

22 Million Grant funding for two projects In the Farmer to Farmer Cooperative Agresment to improve
water quality, habiiate, and environmental education in the Mississippt River Basin,

500 Million Gallons of contaminated wastewalsr storad at the Mississipp! Phosphates Corporation sits
in Pascagoula eliminated by the innovative $71.6 million cleanup that will take place hetween 2018-2020 in
addition to raducing the volume of wastewaler requiring freatment by an estimated 98 parcent.

In September 2018, Hurricane Florence caused
significant damage and widespread flooding inthe
Carolinas. Dirsclly following, In Oclober 2018, Huricane
iichasl atruck the Gulf Coast # was the most powerful
hurricane 1o ever Wil northwest Flonida, Prior (o the storms
landing, EPA activaled emargency response centars and
workad with fedaral, state, tribal, and local partners in
North Cardling, South Cardling, and Florida to ensure that
Superfund sites were secured, developed plans 1 assist
m rapidly assessing public water systems, and processed
emergancy fuel wavers,

nd Post i

Folfiowing landlall, EPA coordinated closaly with lncal,
ribal, state, and federal partngrs in rasponding 1o the
hurricanes impact Region 4 had more than 40 personne
involved in emergency response efforts. Region 4
Superfund's On-Scene Coordinators {050s) and Region
4 Water Protection Division's wateriwastewater lechnical
sxperis deployed to Stats Emergency Operation Centers
and 1o the Federal BEmargency Management Agency
(FEMA) Regional Response Couordination Center in
Aflanta 1o assist with emargency support functions for ol
and hazardous substance response efforts and waler/
wastewater infrastructure assessment and recovery, EPA
provided asbestos technical and reguiatory assistance

to Florida and North Caroling as they supported local
property owners’ and contractors’ recovery efforts. Region
4 staff remain on the ground in Flonda, assisting the State
with recovery efforls,
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Region 4 deployment included EPA's Mobile Cormmand
Post, a mohile aboratory, emergency responses vehicles,
satellite communications equipment, air monitoning
instruments, and other assorted fisld eguipment.

During the recovery phase of the responses (o the
hurricanes, Region 4 Superfund coordinated post-landiall
assessments of NPL and NPL-caliber Superfund sifes
potentially impacted by the storm. Reglon 4 Superfund's
assessment teams conducted inspections at 127 NPL
sifes,

After a multi-vesr joumey, the BF Goodrich Superfund

site achieved a major milestone in advancing the cleanup.

In September 2018, EPA Acting Administrator Andraw
YWheeler signed a second ROD selecting the final remedy
for the site, which is in Calvert City, Kentucky,

The 5107 million remedy includes a three-mile sub-
surface barrer wall around onshore contamination,
groundwater collection and reatment, recovery of non-
agueous phase liguid (NAPL) from accessible onshore
areas, dredging of confaminated sediments from the
barge slip, closure of two ponds, recovery of NAPL from
beneath the Tennesses River, and reatment of the
groundwater plume beneath the river. The remedy is
widely supportad by all siskeholders. replaces an inftigd
cleanup plan that was more than twice as expensive,
disruptive 1o ongoing chemical plant operations and
posed healih risks during constryction,

Region 4 Superfund also pursued an innovalive approach
to the gite’s remedial design and remedial action

orocess, separating the two activities. Region 4 staff had
enforcement dosuments ready for issuance 1o sile PRPs
to negotiate an agreement 1o conduct the remedial design
shorily after the ROD was signed.

On June 12, 2018, Region 4 reached & settfement
agreement with Decoster Industries, Ino, (Decostarn)

to control levels of hazardous alr emissions from their
facility in Carrolilon, GAL, 1o protect workers and the
surrounding community, Twenty-seven diffarant Resowce
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) violations were
oheerved during an ingpection of the facility, the most
significant of which included releases and leaks of wilatile
organic compounds (VOCs) info an area of the facllity
apen to all amplovess where no respiratory profeclions
wers in place. One of the releases measured In excess
of 20,000 parts per million {ppmy), which was approaching
the lower explosive mit of solvent in use,

Az part of the setflement, Decostar will implament a laak
detection and repair program, perform a supplementsl
snvironmental proect valued at over $2.7 million and
pay a $377 900 oivil penalty. In addition, Decostar will
implement a Supplemental Environmental Project (SEPY
The SEP includes the replacement of existing robols
and paint applicators with devices that increass transler
efficiency. This proect is expected to reduce hazardous
waste generated at the facility by 4,130 pounds per vear,
hazardous alr pollution emissions by 1,385 pounds per
yaar and amissions of volatile organic compounds by
1,872 pounds per vearn
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River Superfund site.

and economic development,

53,000 Tons of PCB-contaminated solls/sediments and 2 million galions of wastewster disposed of during
the dleanup of the Ostego Township Dam Area of the Kalamazoo River at the Allled Paper Inc/Kalamazoo

575,000 Cubic yards of PUB-contaminated sediment removed by three hydraulic dredges operating 24
hours per day at least five days aweek in the 15th yvear of cleanup work at the Fox River site,

100 Million hvested inrestoring Great Lakes Areas of Concam {ADCs) bringing significant sconomic
henefits to local communiies, In 2018, the Great Lakes program removed seven Beneficial Use Impairments
at seven ADCs in five states, allowing for greater recreational fishing, swinming, and boating opportunities

n 2018, Region 5 successiully met ~ and even exceeded
- gaais for completion of soil cleanup sl residences in
hoth Zones 2 and 3. Work included removing 24,985
tons of lead- andior arsenic-contaminated soll from

178 Zone £ properties and 19,561 tons of lead- andior
arsenic-contaminated soll from 120 Zone 3 properties.

In the past two vears, EPA has removed 76,851 tons of
soll contaminated with lsad and arsenic from 527 homes
and yvards in two of the sile’s three cleanup areas (Jones
2 and 31 EPA held six public meetings throughout 2018
in addition o other on-the-ground public engagement
efforts, such as Region § prasence at Calumet Days

and door-to-door recruliment for blood lead festing. A
community oulreach office at the former Carrie Goseh
Elementary School was also established where EPA stalf
i available throughout the workwesk,

Region 5 assessed 570 Brownfields sites (35 percent
of EPAtolal) and cleaned up 25 Brownfields siles (175
nercent of EPAtotal). The region leveraged 5546 million
inn Brownfields cleanup and redevelopment projects (25
parcent of EPAtolal), and readied 281 new Brownfields
properties for reuse (30 pament of EPA i), Thass
projects resulted in approximately 3,800 new iobs from
Brownfislds redevelonment (35 parcent of EPA otall.
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responding o more than 48,000 comments.

B4 Acres of the remediated Bayou Bonfouca Superfund site which is now home 1o municipal services deparl-
ments, Heritage Park, public boat launch, and a state of the art marina recognized for axcelience in reuse.

$35.000 Sstdement with CertainTeed to resolve allegad viclations of the Safe Drinking Water Act (BDWA)
in Westlake, Louisiana. It represents the largest civil penally pavment under the SDWA by a public water
system with respect 10 drinking water in the state of Louisiana,

S600,000 Chil penalties resulling from setffement with Georgla-Pacific of alleged violations of the Clean
Alr Actin Crossett, Arkansas where the company will take steps fo corect the viclations and implement g
mitigation project fo reduce hydrogen sulfide (H2S) emissions.

£3.1 Million O penalties paid by DuPont due o a Stipulation of Setilement fo address alleged
* chemical accident prevention violations at its former La Porle, Texas chemical manufacturing faciity,

%115 Million Record of Decision signed o dleanup the San Jacinto Waste Pits Superfund site after

In April, Region 6 completad the Hlinols River Walershed
Basin and Lake Tenkiller models and relgased them
fo the partnering agencias for use. The EPA parinered
with Arkansas, Oklahoma, and the Cherokee Nalion to
develon sclence-hased waler qualily models, Parlner
agencies can now use the models to evaluate options
a5 they confinueg 10 reduce phosphorus loadings from
sources in northeast Oklghoma and northwest Arkansas.
« Tulse World "Long-awailed rules mean Arkansas and
Oklghoma agencies will operate off same page”
«  Tahlequah Dally Press "Aller partnerning with the
sigtes of Arkansas and Oklghoma and the Cherokes
Mation 1o develop scisnce-hased water quality
models, the UL, Environmental Protection Agency
has completed the Hlinols River Walsrshed Hasin
and Lake Tenkiller models and relegsed themin the
narinering agencies for us”

The Lower Bois d'Are Creek Raservoir project, as
nroposed by the North Texas Municipsl Water District,
will oreate a waler supply resenvolr Io provide drinking
water 10 cifies north and east of Dallas, Texas. As 3
cooperating agency, EPA worked with the US. Army
Corps of Enginesrs and other stakeholders to address

issues with the proposed project, which will impast more
than 6,000 acres of watlands and mors than 120 miles of
sireams. Tolal mitigation efforts will provide compensation
with 9,131 wetlands acres and 74.3 miles of streams.
The North Texas Municipal Water Dislrict serves one

of the fastest-growing urban areas in the counlry. The
Lower Bois d'Are Creek reservolr will provide drinking
water supply infrastructure for this growing population by
2022 Whan finished, the reservolr will vield an estimated
175,000 acre fest of drinking walsr per year for North
Taxas consumers.

EPA and the State of New Mexico released 3 draft
whitepaper which addrasses stale and federal regulatory
menagement of produced water, slong with opporfunities
to real and reuse the walsr 10 help slleviate walar
scarcily issues aoross the siate. The whilepaper was
released following the July 2018 Memorandum of
Understanding entered by EFA the New Mexico Energy,
Minerals and Natwral Resowoes Department (EMNRDY,
Environment Dapariment, and the Office of the Stale
Enginser 1o assass and clanly the axisting requiatory
landscans relatad 10 the way produced water from ol
and gas exiraction activitles may be reused, o1, a8
appropriste, reated and made available for non-oll and
gas applications in New Mexico.
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101 Residential properties cleaned up in the Omaha Lead Superfund site formally deleted from the NPL

$47.7 Million Waler Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan to the Metropolitan 5L Louls
Sewer District in Missowr! fo help finance its Deer Cresk Sanitary Tunnel and Sanitary Relief project. This
upgrade will help slleviale wastewater overfiow and reduce basement backups for the 1.4 million rasidents
sarved by Metropolitan St Louls Sewer Distict and Improve water quality in Desr Creek. Because the WIFIA
nrogram offers loans with low interest rates, the Sewer District is expected to save up o an estimated §158
million compared o typical bond issuance. Project construction and operations ars expeciad to oreate 70 jobs,
with construction beginning in 2018 and a target complation dale Inlate 2023,

269.7 Million WIFIA funding for the Clty of Omaha, Nebraska o halp finance its Saddle Creek Retention
Treatment Basin, which will decreass the number and volume of overfiow evends into Litle Papillion Creek, a
Missouri River tributary, from 58 10 5 times a vear and 560 to 70 million gallons per year; reduce the volume of
untreated combined sewer overfliow, tolal suspended solids, and B coli bactena entering the creek; and save
tha City of Omaha about 520 million in interest costs by ulifizing WIFIA financing for this project.

a remedial investigation and feasibility study for
groundwater at the Site which is part of a separate

In 2018, EPAfinalized a remedy for Operable Unit (CU)
1 of the West Lake Superfund Site in Bridgeton, Missouri
~ g target milestone on the Administrator's Emphasis
List. After consideration of the 4,200 public comments
received, the finglized Record of Desision (ROD)
Amendment and Responsiveness Summary selects a
rermedy that includes excavation and offsite disposal of
alarge portion of the radioactive materials at the Site,
followed by installation of an engineered containment
system,

Simultaneousty, the Hegion started nagoliations with
the potentially responsible parties (PRPs) o perform

operable unit (OU 31

Region 7's Clean Alr Act 1128 Risk Management
Frogram enforcement team has signfficantly reduced
the time i takes o complete both expadited and
administrative snforcement actions. The enforcement
team is now compleding these actions faster, which
helpg bring faciiiies in compliance at a2 faster pace. The
average time fo complate cases has dropped from 503
days for expedited enforcement actions and 862 days for
administrative enforcement actions in FY15, 1o 246 and
495 days In FY18. That is a 55 percent and 42 percent
reduction respectively.

The team s also racking the time i takes for facilities

to come back info compliance, regardiass of what stage
they are in the enforcement process. Thanks to this effort
there has been g 33 percent {administrative) and 23
nercent {expadited sellament agresment) reduction in
the time it takes a facility to come back info compliance.
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for all currently held nibal rust lands,

Tribe for the Clean Water Act {CWA) Saction 303(

%12 Million Addtional funds to significantly accelerats the cleanup of residential solls and indoor dust at
the Colorado Smelter Superfund site in Pueblo, Coloradeo from over a decads fo 3 1o 5 vears.

303 {c}) and 401 Approved Traaiment in 3 Similar Manner applications for the Southern Uls Indian
o} Water Quality Standards and 401 Certification programs

Q8% Inspections conducted in Indian Country, accounting for 47 percent of all inspections in Region &

2,869,000 Paople reached with lead polsoning prevention public service announcements in addition to
providing over 5 000 lead polsoning prevention hard-copy publications..

After several meetings, EPA Region 8 reached conceptual

agresment in July 2018, with PRPs, the state, and the
sounty for future cleanup work at the Anaconda site and
reached a conceptudl agreement in January 2018, with
Folentially Respongible Parties (PRP), the state, and the
county for future cleanup work at the site and the Silver
Bow Creel/Butte site. Agreaments in both Bulte and
Anaconda are significant steps in the process 1o achievs
the goal of completing cleanup and beginning deletion

of the Bulte bite by the end of 2024 and the Anaconda
sife by the end of 2025, Both sites wers listed on the
NPL in the early- fo mid-1980s — well over 30 years ago.
ERPA intends to begin the deletion process in 2019 by
narially deleting two operable units at the Anaconda site,
At both sites, the Siate of Montana, as well as the locally
glected officials, deserve significant oredit for reaching an
agreement. The PRP af both sites, Alantic Richfisld, also
engaged productively in negotiations and allowed us to
reach a sefflement. Finally, citizen organizations in both
sommunities, while not engaged in direct negoliations,
orovided valuable constructive eriticism throughout the
DIOGESS.

; he Anaconda agreement is comprehensive
and includes finglizing the dleanup of the community

as well 2% an sconomic development funding. We are
currently in the process of working on the details of the
agreement and the consent decree. The court has lifted
the confidantiality order and we are also working with

local elected officials on a plan to sesl community inpud
into the agreament,

The Agreement and sventual seftlement/
consent decree will henefit the community of Bulte by
implementing a comprehensive cleanup that includes
amenities that incorporate the inferasts of the community
for a park with water features in upper Silver Bow

Creek after removal of mine wastes and construction of
stormwater control features. Input from the community -
Restore Our Cresk Coalition, in particular — was critical 1o
reaching a solution that would be supporied by the public,

EPA and the State of Wyoming entered into a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 10 encourage greater
compliance with federal and stale laws 1o protect human
health and the environment by promoting self-policing in
the reguiated community. Specifically, the MOA provides
YWyoming and the regulated community with greater
certainty regarding environmental compliance self-audits
condusted under Wyomings snvironmaental self-audit
law and increases coordination bebween the slate

and the EPA I olarifiss EPAs oversight in Wyoming's
implementation of s emvironmental privilegs and
immunity statue. The MOA reflects the Agency's renewed
amphasis on encouraging regulated entities fo voluntanly
discover, promplly disclose, expeditiously correct, and
take steps o prevent recurrence of environmendal
viplations,
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31 Number of small drinking walsr systems serving 10,000 people or fewsr returned o compliance alter

arsenic sxcesdances, Region § also reducsd the number of systems exceading lsad action lsvels from 4d o
six and facilitated lead sampling at 100 triba! schools and dayoare facilities.

£23 Million Toll awarded in Diesel Emissions Raduction Act{DERAY and Targsted Alrshed Grants,

. leveraging more than 582 milion o replace 550 diesel engines, which will reduce particulate matter by 170

alr quality.

tons and NOx by 2,000 tons - especially in the Los Angelas region and San Joaquin Vallay - and improve

£165 Million Funding for wastewaler and stormwater prolects, $153 million for prolects to improve
availability and access to safe drinking water, and over 519 million {0 ribes 1o help addrass the incraasing
demand fo build and improve water infrastructure aoross Region 9 states and territoriss,

In the past vear, the Trump Administration has
strengthened relationships with Mexioo to protect

the Southwest U8, Mexico border, Region 8 ook
steps toward reducing the public haalth impacts of
ransboundary sewage flows and ulimalaly eliminating
them,

+  EPA worked with Maxican counterparis o davelop &
spifl notification protocol fo reduce health nsks during
sewage fows from Maxico fo the U8, The profocol
was effectively implemented for the first time during
a Thuana spill inlate 2018, it sllowsd Region 8o
inmediately offer technical assistance 1o Mexico for
the repair of s collectyr systems, which reduced the
yoduma of the gpill,

+  Region 9 convenad federd, stats, and local
governments, as wall as reprasentatives of NGOs
and industry, o identify technical and fnangial
sodutions 1o ransboundary pollution issuss.

«  Forthe first ime, i coordination with the Intemational
Boundary and Water Commission, a plan for
mirastructure investments 1o stop sewage flows was

authorized for development by the North American
Developmeant Bank and Border Environment
Cooperation Commission.

Region 9includes 148 federally recognized fribas. In

Figoal Year 2018, Region  awardad 111 grants folaling

$15.8 milion under the Indian General Assistance

Frogram Aot

Among other accomplishments:

« 88 ribes have completed EPATribal environmental
plans:

« 5 ribal communities reduced environmental haalth
stressors by cleaning up more than 30 open dumps;

« 19 ewaste, hazardous waste, tires and debris
cleanups hosted by tribes;

« 13 Integrated Solid Waste Management plans drafted
or revised, and

«  Tribas in Region 9 completed droughi contingancy
plans, updated or drafted new codes and ordinances,
and conducted community oulreach 1o spur
behavioral change.

Region § conducted Worker Protection Standards
outreach for stales, rbes, teriiones, farmworker,
sormmunity, and industry groups. Thases efforts included
seven workshops and three oulreach evants which
trained 106 promotores, with the polential to reach 6,950
workers and thelr families, five events that reached

480 industyy representatives; and training for 20 tibal
ampoyees and inspeciors,
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250 Pounds of debris that contained asbestos collected in close coordination with the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality over a 3-square mile area on the banks of the Willamette River in Portland, Cregon in
response 1o a warehouse fire in the largest Region 10 emergency response.

348,000 Tons of debris and hazardous materials excavated and removad from the sixacrs Bremerion
Landfill Gorst Creek preventing further downstream toxic pollution from moving downstream, and profecting
water quality for the Suguamish Tribe, fish and other wildife thorough collaboration with the U5, Navy, Sugua-
mish Tribe, Washington Department of Fish and Wildife, Kitsap County and Kitsap Public Health District.

S135 Million Fistever WiFlA loan to King County, Washington o help finance the Georgetown Wet
Weather Treatment Station, which will collect and freat up 1o 70 million gallons of wastewater and stormwater
per day that would have spilied into the Duwamish river during bad weather. The proiect is sxpacted {0 oraale
an estimated 1,400 jobs and will provide education, job fraining, and apprenticeship opporfunities during s
dasign, construction, and oparation through King County's Priority Hire program and partnership with South
Seattle College’s Georgetown Campus.

Throughout 2018, the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination Systemn Permits Team completed complex,
rdt-year work with idaho Department on Environmental
Quality to facilitate EPA's approval of the Stale of ldsho o
take on Clean Waler Act wastewster parmitting authority
and gliow Idaho to bulld environmenia! infrastrusture
needad for the growing economy.

ldaho’s system will ensure dischargers protect waler
quality and meet the stale’s water quality standards,
Idaho joined 46 other states across the country running
their own water discharge penmiling program, protecting
their most pracious natural resource: salg, clean water,
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